
Baby Food Big Business: Its Impact on Labor
Culture and Society After
The baby food industry is a multi-billion-dollar enterprise that has played a
significant role in shaping the way we feed our children. However, the
industry's history is also one of controversy and debate, as critics have
raised concerns about the health, safety, and marketing practices of
formula companies.
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In her book, Baby Food Big Business: And the Remaking of Labor Culture
and Society After, sociologist Sarah Holmes explores the history of the
baby food industry and its impact on the lives of women, families, and
society as a whole. Holmes argues that the industry has played a key role
in promoting the nuclear family and the idea that women's primary role is to
stay home and care for their children.
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Holmes's book is a valuable contribution to the literature on the history of
the baby food industry. It is a well-researched and comprehensive account
that sheds new light on the industry's impact on society. The book is also
an important reminder that the decisions we make about how to feed our
children have far-reaching implications.

The History of the Baby Food Industry

The baby food industry began in the late 19th century with the invention of
baby formula. Formula was originally developed as a way to feed babies
who were unable to breastfeed. However, as formula became more
popular, it began to be marketed as a convenient and nutritious alternative
to breast milk. As a result, the baby food industry began to grow rapidly.

In the early 20th century, the baby food industry began to consolidate. A
few large companies, such as Gerber and Heinz, came to dominate the
market. These companies spent heavily on advertising and marketing, and
they were successful in convincing many mothers that formula was the best
way to feed their babies.

The baby food industry continued to grow rapidly throughout the 20th
century. In the 1950s, the of jarred baby food made it even easier for
mothers to feed their babies formula. As a result, the percentage of babies
who were breastfed in the United States declined significantly.

The Impact of the Baby Food Industry

The baby food industry has had a significant impact on the lives of women,
families, and society as a whole. For women, the industry has helped to
create the idea that women's primary role is to stay home and care for their
children. This idea has been reinforced by the industry's marketing



campaigns, which have often portrayed mothers who stay home to feed
their babies formula as being the ideal mothers.

The baby food industry has also had a negative impact on the health of
babies. Formula is not as nutritious as breast milk, and it can increase the
risk of allergies, asthma, and other health problems. In addition, the
industry's marketing practices have led many mothers to believe that
formula is the only way to feed their babies, which can lead to
breastfeeding mothers feeling isolated and unsupported.

The baby food industry has also had a negative impact on society as a
whole. The industry's marketing campaigns have created a culture of fear
and anxiety around breastfeeding. This culture of fear has led many
mothers to believe that they are unable to breastfeed, which can lead to
them feeling inadequate as mothers. In addition, the industry's marketing
practices have contributed to the normalization of the nuclear family, which
has led to a decline in the number of women who work outside the home.

The baby food industry has played a significant role in shaping the way we
feed our children. However, the industry's history is also one of controversy
and debate. As we learn more about the health, safety, and marketing
practices of formula companies, it is important to make informed decisions
about how we feed our babies.

Sarah Holmes's book, Baby Food Big Business: And the Remaking of
Labor Culture and Society After, is a valuable contribution to the literature
on the history of the baby food industry. It is a well-researched and
comprehensive account that sheds new light on the industry's impact on



society. The book is also an important reminder that the decisions we make
about how to feed our children have far-reaching implications.
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Representations and Realities in New England
Fisheries: 1866-1966
An Environmental, Social, and Economic History The fisheries of New
England have a long and storied history,...
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