
Belfast Confetti: A Poetic Exploration of the
Troubles
Ciaran Carson's Belfast Confetti is a collection of poems that explores the
Troubles in Northern Ireland. The poems are written in a variety of styles,
from traditional to experimental, and they offer a unique and personal
perspective on one of the most tumultuous periods in Irish history.

Carson was born in Belfast in 1948, and he grew up during the Troubles.
His experiences of the conflict have had a profound impact on his work,
and Belfast Confetti is a powerful and moving exploration of the human
cost of war.
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The poems in Belfast Confetti are full of vivid imagery and sensory detail.
Carson uses language to create a rich and evocative picture of life in
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Belfast during the Troubles. The poems are also full of emotion, and they
capture the fear, anger, and grief that the people of Belfast experienced.

Belfast Confetti is a powerful and moving collection of poems that offers a
unique and personal perspective on the Troubles in Northern Ireland.
Carson's poems are full of vivid imagery, sensory detail, and emotion, and
they capture the human cost of war.

Themes

Belfast Confetti explores a number of themes, including:

The human cost of war

The Troubles in Northern Ireland

Memory and loss

Language and identity

The human cost of war

The poems in Belfast Confetti are full of vivid descriptions of the violence
and destruction that occurred during the Troubles. Carson does not shy
away from the horrors of war, and he shows the reader the devastating
impact that it had on the people of Belfast.

In the poem "The Starry Plough," for example, Carson describes a bomb
blast that kills a young woman. The poem is full of graphic detail, and it
captures the horror and senselessness of the violence.

The Starry Plough



We are all guilty, we who stood by and watched as the young woman died.

Her body was torn apart, her blood spattered the walls. Her screams
echoed through the streets, but no one came to help.

We are all guilty, we who stood by and did nothing as the city burned.

The flames licked at the buildings, reducing them to rubble. The smoke
choked the air, making it hard to breathe.

We are all guilty, we who stood by and watched as our world went up in
flames.

The Troubles in Northern Ireland

The Troubles in Northern Ireland were a period of intense conflict that
lasted from the late 1960s to the late 1990s. The conflict was caused by a
number of factors, including religious and political differences between the
Protestant and Catholic communities in Northern Ireland.

The poems in Belfast Confetti explore the impact of the Troubles on the
people of Belfast. Carson shows how the conflict divided families and
friends, and how it made it difficult for people to live their lives in peace.

In the poem "Belfast Blues," for example, Carson describes the impact of
the Troubles on a young man who is trying to find his place in the world.
The man is torn between his desire for a normal life and his desire to fight
for his beliefs.

Belfast Blues



I'm a young man, and I'm trying to find my place in the world. But it's hard,
when the world is at war.

I want to live a normal life, but it's not easy, when the streets are full of
violence.

I want to go to school, but it's not possible, when the schools are closed.

I want to play with my friends, but it's too dangerous, when the streets are
full of bombs.

I want to live in peace, but it's impossible, when the world is at war.

Memory and loss

The poems in Belfast Confetti are full of memories of the Troubles. Carson
explores how memory can be both a source of pain and a source of
healing.

In the poem "The Ghost Ship," for example, Carson describes a visit to a
ghost ship that is said to be haunted by the ghosts of those who died in the
Troubles. The poem is a powerful and moving exploration of the pain and
loss that the Troubles caused.

The Ghost Ship

I went to visit the ghost ship, the one that sails the Irish Sea. They say it's
haunted by the ghosts, of those who died in the Troubles.

I stood on the deck, and looked out at the waves. I could feel the ghosts all
around me, their whispers carried on the wind.



I could hear the screams of the dying, and the cries of the bereaved.
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