
Othello SparkNotes Literature Guide 54: A
Comprehensive Guide to Shakespeare's
Masterpiece
Othello is one of William Shakespeare's most powerful and enduring
tragedies. Set in 16th-century Venice and Cyprus, it tells the story of a
Moorish general who is manipulated by his treacherous ensign, Iago, into
believing that his wife, Desdemona, is unfaithful. Othello's jealousy
consumes him, leading to the tragic deaths of Desdemona, Iago, and
Othello himself.

This SparkNotes Literature Guide provides a comprehensive overview of
Othello, including:
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Plot Summary

Othello begins with the wedding of Othello, a Moorish general in the
Venetian army, and Desdemona, the daughter of a Venetian senator. Iago,
Othello's ensign, is secretly in love with Desdemona and resents Othello for
marrying her. Iago hatches a plan to destroy Othello by convincing him that
Desdemona is having an affair with Cassio, Othello's lieutenant.

Iago's plan works all too well. Othello's jealousy quickly consumes him, and
he begins to treat Desdemona with cruelty and suspicion. Desdemona is
bewildered and heartbroken by Othello's change of behavior, and she tries
desperately to win back his love. However, Othello's jealousy is too strong,
and he eventually strangles Desdemona to death.

After Othello kills Desdemona, Iago's true motives are revealed. He
confesses that he has been manipulating Othello all along in Free
Download to get revenge for being passed over for promotion in favor of
Cassio. Othello is horrified to learn the truth, and he kills Iago before
turning his sword on himself.

Character Analysis

Othello: A noble and respected general, but he is also quick to anger
and consumed by jealousy. He is a tragic figure who is manipulated by
Iago into believing that his wife is unfaithful.



Desdemona: A beautiful and innocent young woman who is deeply in
love with Othello. She is unaware of Iago's plot against her, and she is
heartbroken when Othello begins to doubt her fidelity.

Iago: A treacherous and manipulative ensign who is motivated by
jealousy and a desire for revenge. He is a master of deception, and he
is able to convince Othello that Desdemona is unfaithful.

Cassio: A handsome and ambitious lieutenant who is Othello's
second-in-command. He is falsely accused of having an affair with
Desdemona by Iago.

Emilia: Iago's wife who is secretly loyal to Desdemona. She eventually
exposes Iago's plot, but it is too late to save Desdemona.

Themes and Symbols

Othello explores a number of complex themes, including:

Jealousy: Othello's jealousy is the driving force behind the tragedy. It
consumes him and leads him to commit terrible crimes.

Racism: Othello is a black man who is married to a white woman. His
race is a source of conflict throughout the play, and it contributes to the
tragedy.

Betrayal: Iago's betrayal of Othello is a central event in the play. It is a
betrayal of trust and friendship, and it leads to the destruction of
Othello and Desdemona.

Love: Othello and Desdemona's love is a beautiful and powerful thing.
However, it is ultimately destroyed by jealousy and betrayal.



Othello also uses a number of symbols to convey its themes and ideas.
These symbols include:

The handkerchief: The handkerchief is a gift from Othello to
Desdemona. It is a symbol of their love, and it becomes a central piece
of evidence in Iago's plot against them.

The willow tree: The willow tree is a symbol of Desdemona's grief and
despair. She sings a song about the willow tree just before she is killed
by Othello.

The blackamoor: The blackamoor is a statue of a black man that is
used to symbolize Othello's race. It is a reminder of the racism that
Othello faces throughout the play.

Style and Structure

Othello is written in blank verse, which is unrhymed iambic pentameter.
This gives the play a formal and elevated tone. Shakespeare also uses a
variety of rhetorical devices, such as metaphors, similes, and
personification, to create a rich and vivid world.

Othello is divided into five acts. The first act introduces the main characters
and sets up the conflict. The second act develops the conflict and
introduces Iago's plan to destroy Othello. The third act is the climax of the
play, and it contains the murder of Desdemona. The fourth act falls action
and reveals Iago's true motives. The fifth act concludes the play with the
deaths of Othello
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