
Readings and Discussion Questions for
Classrooms and Clubs: Exploring Literature's
Impact on Society
Literature has the power to transport us to different worlds, introduce us to
new perspectives, and challenge our understanding of the world around us.
It can inspire empathy, critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of our
place in society.
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This collection of readings and discussion questions is designed for use in
classrooms and clubs. It includes a variety of texts that explore different
social issues, from race and gender to class and poverty.

The readings are followed by discussion questions that are designed to
spark lively and thought-provoking conversations. These questions are
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meant to encourage students to think critically about the texts, to connect
them to their own experiences, and to explore the ways in which literature
can illuminate the challenges and opportunities of our time.

Section 1: Race and Gender

Reading: "The Bluest Eye" by Toni Morrison

Discussion Questions:

How does the novel explore the impact of racism on the lives of
Black women?

What are the different ways in which the characters resist or
challenge oppression?

How can the novel help us to understand the ways in which race
and gender intersect?

Reading: "The Color Purple" by Alice Walker

Discussion Questions:

How does the novel depict the resilience of Black women in the
face of adversity?

What are the different ways in which the characters overcome
oppression?

How can the novel help us to understand the importance of
intersectionality?

Reading: "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan

Discussion Questions:



How does the novel explore the different experiences of Chinese
American women?

What are the different ways in which the characters negotiate their
identities between cultures?

How can the novel help us to understand the challenges and
opportunities of immigration?

Section 2: Class and Poverty

Reading: "Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America" by
Barbara Ehrenreich

Discussion Questions:

How does the book reveal the challenges of living in poverty in
America?

What are the different ways in which poverty affects individuals,
families, and communities?

What can be done to address the problem of poverty in the United
States?

Reading: "The House on Mango Street" by Sandra Cisneros

Discussion Questions:

How does the novel explore the experiences of working-class
Latino immigrants in America?

What are the different ways in which the characters resist or
challenge oppression?



How can the novel help us to understand the challenges and
opportunities of the American dream?

Reading: "The Jungle" by Upton Sinclair

Discussion Questions:

How does the novel expose the horrors of the meatpacking
industry in early 20th-century America?

What are the different ways in which the characters resist or
challenge exploitation?

How can the novel help us to understand the importance of food
safety and workers' rights?

Section 3: The Environment

Reading: "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson

Discussion Questions:

How did the book raise awareness about the dangers of
pesticides?

What are the different ways in which the book challenges the
prevailing attitudes towards the environment?

How can the book help us to understand the importance of
environmental conservation?

Reading: "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Discussion Questions:



How does the novel depict the environmental destruction caused
by industrialization?

What are the different ways in which the characters respond to the
environmental degradation?

How can the novel help us to understand the relationship between
humanity and the natural world?

Reading: "The Road" by Cormac McCarthy

Discussion Questions:

How does the novel depict the consequences of environmental
catastrophe?

What are the different ways in which the characters struggle to
survive in a post-apocalyptic world?

How can the novel help us to understand the importance of hope
and resilience?

This collection of readings and discussion questions is just a starting point
for exploring the many ways in which literature can illuminate the
challenges and opportunities of our time. By reading these texts and
engaging in thoughtful discussion, students can develop a deeper
understanding of the world around them and their place within it.

Literature has the power to change our lives. It can challenge our
assumptions, open our minds, and inspire us to action. This collection is
designed to help students explore the transformative power of literature
and to develop the critical thinking skills they need to succeed in the 21st
century.
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