Restorative Circles In Schools: A
Comprehensive Guide

Restorative Circles is an innovative approach to creating a positive and
inclusive school environment where students feel valued, respected, and
empowered. By implementing restorative circles in your school, you can
transform the way conflicts are resolved, enhance social-emotional
learning, and build a culture of restorative practices.

Benefits of Restorative Circles in Schools

= Reduces Conflict and Violence: Restorative circles provide a safe
and structured space for students to discuss conflicts, build
understanding, and develop solutions that address the underlying
issues, ultimately reducing the incidence of violence and disruption in
schools.

= Improves School Climate: By fostering a culture of respect, empathy,
and accountability, restorative circles create a positive and supportive
school environment where students feel comfortable and engaged in
their learning.

= Enhances Social-Emotional Learning: Restorative circles provide
students with opportunities to practice key social-emotional skills such
as communication, empathy, conflict resolution, and self-regulation.

= Builds Strong Relationships: By creating a space for open and
respectful dialogue, restorative circles help students build stronger
relationships with their peers and educators, fostering a sense of
community and belonging.



Promotes Student Empowerment: Restorative circles empower
students by giving them a voice in resolving conflicts and shaping their
school culture. This helps them develop a sense of responsibility and
accountability for their actions.

How to Implement Restorative Circles in Your School

1.

Establish a Clear Purpose and Goals: Determine the specific goals
you want to achieve by implementing restorative circles, such as
reducing conflict, improving communication, or fostering a sense of
community.

Train Staff and Students: Provide comprehensive training for all staff
and students on the principles and practices of restorative circles. This
training should focus on developing the skills necessary to facilitate
effective circles.

Create a Safe and Respectful Environment: Establish clear
guidelines for participation and ensure that all participants feel safe
and respected during circles. Create a physical space that is
conducive to circle discussions.

Practice Regularly: Hold restorative circles regularly to build
familiarity and develop a consistent routine. Use circles to address
conflicts, build relationships, and discuss important issues related to
school culture.

Monitor and Evaluate: Regularly assess the effectiveness of your
restorative circle program. Seek feedback from students and staff, and
make adjustments as needed to ensure that the program is meeting its
goals.



Success Stories

Numerous schools across the country have successfully implemented
restorative circle programs. Here are a few examples:
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= Chicago Public Schools: Chicago Public Schools has implemented
restorative circles in over 300 schools, resulting in a significant
reduction in suspensions and expulsions, and an increase in student
engagement.

= QOakland Unified School District: The Oakland Unified School District
has used restorative circles to address chronic absenteeism and
improve school attendance rates.

= Long Beach Unified School District: The Long Beach Unified School
District has implemented restorative circles in all middle and high
schools, leading to a decrease in school violence and an increase in
student-teacher relationships.
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Restorative Circles In Schools is a transformative approach to creating a
positive, inclusive, and restorative school environment. By implementing
restorative circles in your school, you can create a culture where students
feel valued, conflicts are resolved peacefully, and social-emotional skills are
developed. This comprehensive guide provides you with the knowledge
and tools necessary to implement a successful restorative circle program in
your school. Embrace the power of restorative circles and unlock the
transformative potential of your school community.

Free Download your copy of Restorative Circles In Schools today and
embark on the journey to transforming school culture.

Free Download Now
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Representations and Realities in New England
Fisheries: 1866-1966

An Environmental, Social, and Economic History The fisheries of New
England have a long and storied history,...
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