
Unveiling the Digital Divide: An Ethnographic
Comparison Between Iceland and Germany
In the 21st century, digital technologies have become an integral part of our
lives. From communication to education to entertainment, we rely on the
internet and digital devices for a wide range of activities. However, not
everyone has equal access to or skills with these technologies. This
disparity is known as the digital divide.

Political Participation in the Digital Age: An
Ethnographic Comparison Between Iceland and
Germany (Digitale Gesellschaft Book 25) by Rick Perry

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4259 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 283 pages

The digital divide can have a significant impact on individuals and society
as a whole. Those who are not able to fully participate in the digital world
may be at a disadvantage in terms of education, employment, and social
inclusion. They may also be more vulnerable to online risks, such as
cyberbullying and fraud.

In this article, we will present an ethnographic comparison between Iceland
and Germany. These two countries have very different levels of digital
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literacy and internet access, and this has led to different experiences of the
digital divide.

Iceland: A Nation of Digital Pioneers

Iceland is one of the most digitally connected countries in the world. Nearly
100% of Icelanders have access to the internet, and they are among the
highest users of social media and online services. This is due in part to
Iceland's small population and its early adoption of digital technologies.

Icelanders have a strong sense of digital literacy. They are comfortable
using a variety of digital devices and applications, and they are constantly
seeking out new ways to use technology to improve their lives.

The digital divide in Iceland is relatively small. There are few socio-
economic or demographic factors that prevent Icelanders from accessing or
using digital technologies. However, there are some groups that are more
likely to experience digital exclusion, such as the elderly and the disabled.

Germany: A Divided Digital Landscape

Germany is a much larger and more diverse country than Iceland. This is
reflected in its digital landscape. While Germany has a high level of internet
access overall, there are significant disparities between different regions
and socio-economic groups.

Eastern Germany, for example, has lower levels of digital literacy and
internet access than Western Germany. This is due in part to the legacy of
the Cold War, which divided Germany into two separate countries for over
40 years.



There are also significant digital divides within Germany based on socio-
economic status. People with lower incomes and less education are less
likely to have access to or be able to use digital technologies.

The digital divide in Germany has a number of negative consequences.
Those who are not able to fully participate in the digital world are at a
disadvantage in terms of education, employment, and social inclusion.
They may also be more vulnerable to online risks.

The digital divide is a complex issue with a variety of causes and
consequences. The experiences of Iceland and Germany show that there
is no one-size-fits-all solution to this problem. However, by understanding
the different factors that contribute to the digital divide, we can develop
more effective policies and interventions to address it.

By working together, we can create a more inclusive digital world where
everyone has the opportunity to benefit from the power of technology.
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