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In the hallowed pages of "The Seven Against Thebes," we are transported
to the ancient city of Thebes, a realm steeped in myth and legend. As the
curtain rises, the city stands on the brink of a cataclysmic conflict that will
forever etch its name in the annals of history.

The story revolves around the ill-fated rivalry between two brothers,
Eteocles and Polynices. Sons of Oedipus, the legendary king cursed by
fate, they are destined to fight for the throne of Thebes. As the battle lines
are drawn, seven legendary warriors, known as the Epigoni, gather to lay
siege to the city and restore Polynices to his rightful rule.

The Characters: A Tapestry of Courage, Treachery, and Destiny
Each character in "The Seven Against Thebes" is a masterpiece of

dramatic artistry, embodying universal themes and timeless archetypes.

= Eteocles: The steadfast guardian of Thebes, torn between his duty to
his city and his love for his brother.

= Polynices: The exiled prince, driven by ambition and a thirst for

revenge.

= Antigone: The defiant and compassionate sister, who defies the laws
of the state to honor her brother.

= Creon: The ruthless regent of Thebes, a symbol of authority and Free
Download.
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= Tiresias: The blind prophet, a conduit of divine wisdom.

= The Chorus of Theban Women: A collective voice, reflecting the
hopes, fears, and anguish of the city.

The Conflict: A Clash of Wills and Fates

The central conflict of the play is a visceral clash of wills and destinies.
Eteocles and Polynices, once inseparable brothers, are now locked in a
deadly struggle for power. As the battle rages outside the city walls, the
characters wrestle with their own inner demons, torn between duty,
ambition, and the inescapable grip of fate.

The play explores the devastating consequences of war, the fragility of
human relationships, and the enduring power of destiny. Through its

powerful dialogue and vivid imagery, "The Seven Against Thebes" holds a
mirror to our own struggles, timeless and universal.

Themes and Symbolism: An Exploration of Human Nature

"The Seven Against Thebes" is a treasure-trove of literary themes and
symbolism, inviting readers to ponder the depths of human nature.

=  War and Conflict: The play offers a searing indictment of the horrors
of war, exposing its senseless destruction and tragic toll.

= Betrayal and Loyalty: The characters grapple with the complexities of

loyalty and betrayal, navigating the treacherous waters of familial
bonds and political allegiances.

= Fate and Destiny: The play explores the pervasive influence of fate,
questioning the extent to which our actions are predetermined or
shaped by our own choices.



= Courage and Sacrifice: The warriors on both sides of the conflict
display extraordinary courage and sacrifice, embodying the virtues of
heroism and selflessness.

The Dover Thrift Editions Plays: A Gateway to Literary Treasures

"The Seven Against Thebes" is part of the esteemed Dover Thrift Editions
Plays series, a collection of classic and contemporary plays carefully
selected for their literary merit and educational value. These affordable
editions provide students, scholars, and theater enthusiasts with access to
a vast repertoire of dramatic works.

: A Resonant Masterpiece that Transforms the Soul

"The Seven Against Thebes" is a captivating and thought-provoking
masterpiece that resonates across centuries, transcending its ancient
origins to speak to modern readers. With its unforgettable characters,
gripping conflict, and profound themes, this tragedy continues to enchant,
challenge, and transform the human soul.

If you seek a literary adventure that will ignite your imagination and deepen
your understanding of the human condition, "The Seven Against Thebes"
from Dover Thrift Editions Plays is an essential read. Delve into its timeless
pages and experience the epic battle that has captivated audiences for
generations.
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