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Hardcover : 192 pages

Donald Revell's "White Campion" is a testament to the enduring power of
poetry. Published in 2002, this collection has garnered widespread critical
acclaim for its lyrical brilliance, evocative imagery, and profound insights
into the human experience. Embark on a journey through this extraordinary
work, deciphering its intricate layers and discovering the essence of its
lyrical genius.

Echoes of Nature and the Human Condition

Throughout "White Campion," Revell weaves an intricate tapestry of the
natural world, seamlessly intertwining it with the complexities of human
existence. The titular flower, white campion, becomes a recurring motif,
embodying both fragility and resilience, beauty and ephemerality.

In the poem "White Campion," Revell writes:

"A white campion, like a moth or sea- anemone, on this sodden path, in t

The flower's delicate nature mirrors the vulnerability of the human
condition, while its ability to withstand the relentless rain suggests a hidden
strength and tenacity. Through nature, Revell explores the cyclical nature of
life, the interplay of loss and renewal, and the poignant beauty found in the
transient.

Memory as a Lyrical Lens
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Memory plays a pivotal role in "White Campion." Revell's poems excavate
the past, sifting through fragments of lived experience to illuminate the
present. The collection is replete with vivid recollections, from childhood
memories to moments of loss and longing.

In "Homestead," Revell revisits his family's ancestral home:

"The house I was born in is full of my mother's music. Her ghost plays t

The ghosts of the past haunt the present, their presence palpable in the
poet's memories. Through this exploration of memory, Revell delves into
the complexities of identity, the shaping of our lives by those who have
come before us, and the lasting echoes of the past in the present.

Lyrical Mastery and Poetic Innovation

One of the defining features of "White Campion" is Revell's mastery of
language and form. His poems are characterized by an exquisite
musicality, flowing with a cadence and rhythm that enhance their lyrical
appeal. Revell experiments with unconventional line breaks and syntax,
creating a sense of intimacy and immediacy.

In "The Gate," Revell uses fragmented language to convey the
disorientation of loss:

"She will not return, the one who -left behind an empty room, a silence 

The fractured lines mirror the speaker's fractured state of mind, evoking the
sense of loss and longing that permeates the poem.



A Legacy of Lyrical Brilliance

Donald Revell's "White Campion" stands as a testament to the enduring
power of poetry. Its lyrical mastery, evocative imagery, and profound
insights into nature, memory, and human existence have earned it a place
among the most celebrated works of contemporary American poetry.

The collection offers a rich and rewarding experience for readers, inviting
them to engage with the complexities of life, the beauty of the natural world,
and the enduring mysteries of the human heart. Through its lyrical
brilliance, "White Campion" transcends the boundaries of language,
illuminating the depths of our shared experiences.
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