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In the realm of music theory and piano pedagogy, Garland Coulson's
'Playing the NT Hand' emerges as a beacon of enlightenment, guiding
aspiring musicians on a transformative path towards mastering the NT
Hand technique. This comprehensive and engaging guidebook unveils the
secrets of this powerful chord voicing approach, empowering pianists to
elevate their musical expression to extraordinary heights.

What is the NT Hand Technique?

The NT Hand technique is an innovative approach to piano playing
developed by Garland Coulson, renowned jazz pianist and professor at
Berklee College of Music. Its foundation lies in the concept of "note
targeting," where the pianist strategically targets specific notes within a
chord to create rich and evocative voicings. By employing this technique,
pianists gain the ability to craft sophisticated harmonies, enhance their
improvisational skills, and navigate complex musical passages with
effortless grace.

Embark on a Musical Odyssey with Garland Coulson

Through 'Playing the NT Hand,"' Garland Coulson invites readers to embark
on a captivating musical odyssey, sharing his profound knowledge and
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insights into this transformative technique. With meticulous detail and a
passion for teaching, he guides pianists through a comprehensive
curriculum, providing step-by-step exercises, thought-provoking examples,
and invaluable tips to help them master the art of note targeting.

Unveiling the Mysteries of Chord Voicing

At the heart of 'Playing the NT Hand' lies a deep exploration of chord
voicing. Garland Coulson delves into the intricacies of chord construction,
revealing the secrets of creating rich and resonant harmonies that captivate
listeners. Through a series of interactive exercises, readers learn how to
identify and target specific notes within a chord, enabling them to craft
voicings that are both musically expressive and technically sound.

Enhancing Improvisational Prowess

The NT Hand technique is not merely a technical exercise but a gateway to
unlocking limitless improvisational possibilities. Garland Coulson
demonstrates how note targeting empowers pianists to navigate complex
chord progressions with ease, creating spontaneous and breathtaking
solos that leave audiences spellbound. By mastering this technique,
improvisers gain the freedom to explore new musical ideas, experiment
with different harmonic combinations, and express themselves with
unparalleled creativity.

Bridging the Gap between Theory and Practice

One of the strengths of 'Playing the NT Hand' is its ability to bridge the gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical application. Garland Coulson
seamlessly integrates theoretical concepts into practical exercises, allowing
readers to immediately apply their newfound knowledge to their own



playing. This hands-on approach ensures that readers not only understand
the theory behind the NT Hand technique but also develop the practical
skills necessary to execute it with confidence.

A Pedagogical Gem for Music Educators

'Playing the NT Hand' is not just a valuable resource for aspiring pianists
but also a pedagogical gem for music educators. Garland Coulson's clear
and concise writing style, coupled with his deep understanding of piano
pedagogy, makes this book an invaluable tool for teachers seeking to
enhance their students' musical skills. With its wealth of exercises and
practical tips, 'Playing the NT Hand' provides a comprehensive curriculum
for teaching the NT Hand technique in a structured and effective manner.

Garland Coulson's 'Playing the NT Hand' is an indispensable guidebook for
pianists of all levels, from aspiring beginners to seasoned professionals.
Through its meticulous explanations, engaging exercises, and profound
insights, this book empowers readers to unlock the secrets of the NT Hand
technique, enhancing their musical expression, improvisational prowess,
and overall piano playing abilities. Whether you are a student, teacher, or
simply a passionate music enthusiast, 'Playing the NT Hand' is an
invaluable resource that will ignite your musical journey and open doors to
a world of limitless possibilities.
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