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In the heart of American politics lies a contentious organization that has
shaped the nation's firearm landscape for over a century: the National Rifle
Association (NRA).

Genesis of a Powerhouse

The NRA's humble beginnings can be traced back to 1871, when a group
of Union veterans founded it to promote marksmanship and hunting safety.
Over the decades, the organization expanded its scope, becoming a
staunch advocate for gun rights.

A pivotal moment came in 1977, when Harlon Carter assumed the
presidency and embarked on an aggressive campaign to mobilize the gun-
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owning public. Under his leadership, the NRA transformed from a
recreational shooting group into a formidable political force.

Tactics of Influence

The NRA has employed an arsenal of tactics to influence public opinion
and lawmakers. Its key strategy has been to portray itself as the defender
of the Second Amendment and to demonize gun control proponents.

Through carefully crafted campaigns, the NRA has sown fear among gun
owners, convincing them that their rights are under constant threat. It has
also leveraged its vast financial resources to support pro-gun candidates
and oppose those who advocate for firearm regulation.

Controversial Figureheads

The NRA has had its share of charismatic leaders who have left an
indelible mark on American politics. Charlton Heston, the iconic actor,
served as president from 1998 to 2003. His impassioned speeches and
powerful oratory became synonymous with the gun rights movement.

Wayne LaPierre, the current executive vice president, has been at the helm
since 1991. Known for his uncompromising stance on gun rights, he has
become a polarizing figure, both revered and reviled by the American
public.

Impact on Gun Culture

The NRA has played a significant role in shaping American gun culture. Its
influence has contributed to:

The proliferation of firearms in American society



The ease of obtaining weapons, including assault rifles

The polarization of public opinion on gun control

The high rates of gun violence in the United States

The Unauthorized History

In 'The NRA: The Unauthorized History,' author Brian Doherty delves into
the shadowy corners of the organization. He exposes the NRA's hidden
agendas, its cozy relationships with gun manufacturers, and its
manipulation of public discourse.

Through meticulous research and interviews with insiders, Doherty paints a
comprehensive and unflinching portrait of the NRA. His book challenges
the organization's self-proclaimed narrative and reveals the true extent of
its influence on American politics.

A Call for Accountability

'The NRA: The Unauthorized History' is a timely and important exposé that
sheds light on a powerful organization that has profoundly shaped
American society. It raises questions about the role of lobbyists in a
democratic system and calls for greater transparency and accountability.

The National Rifle Association has been a driving force in American politics
for decades. Its influence has been far-reaching, affecting everything from
gun ownership rates to public debates on gun control. 'The NRA: The
Unauthorized History' provides an invaluable glimpse behind the curtain,
exposing the organization's true nature and its profound impact on the
United States.
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