
Unveiling the Sunken Secrets: The Fate of SS
Cygnet, Claimed by the Enrico Tazzoli in the
Bahamian Waters
: A Tale of Maritime Tragedy and Historical Significance

As the relentless waves of the Atlantic Ocean crash upon the shores of San
Salvador, The Bahamas, they whisper a haunting tale of a maritime tragedy
that forever etched its mark in the annals of history. On October 14, 1942,
the SS Cygnet, a British merchant ship, embarked on a fateful voyage that
would culminate in its untimely demise at the hands of the Italian
submarine Enrico Tazzoli. This article delves into the captivating story of
the SS Cygnet, exploring the circumstances surrounding its sinking, the
subsequent discovery of its wreckage, and the profound historical
significance it holds.

A Fateful Encounter: The SS Cygnet and the Enrico Tazzoli

The SS Cygnet, a 5,238-ton British merchant ship, was a vital cog in the
Allied supply chain during World War II. On that fateful day in October
1942, she set sail from New Orleans, Louisiana, bound for the United
Kingdom. Little did her crew know that their journey would be cut short by a
deadly predator lurking beneath the waves.
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Meanwhile, the Italian submarine Enrico Tazzoli, commanded by Lieutenant
Commander Carlo Fecia di Cossato, patrolled the waters off the Bahamas,
eagerly seeking Allied targets. The Enrico Tazzoli, a formidable vessel
known for its stealth and firepower, would become the SS Cygnet's
nemesis.

As the SS Cygnet steamed through the calm waters, oblivious to the lurking
danger, the Enrico Tazzoli emerged from the depths, its periscope scanning
the horizon. Fate brought the two vessels together in a deadly encounter.

Torpedo Strike: The Sinking of the SS Cygnet

At approximately 10:30 AM, the Enrico Tazzoli unleashed a deadly salvo of
torpedoes towards the unsuspecting SS Cygnet. Two torpedoes found their
mark, striking the merchant ship with devastating force. The explosions tore
through the hull, sending shockwaves throughout the vessel.

Chaos and panic erupted on board the SS Cygnet as water began to flood
the compartments. The crew fought valiantly to contain the damage but
their efforts were futile. Within minutes, the ship was doomed.

As the SS Cygnet slipped beneath the waves, taking 48 of her 91 crew
members with her, the Enrico Tazzoli disappeared into the depths, leaving
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behind a trail of destruction. The tragedy had unfolded in a matter of
minutes, leaving behind a haunting reminder of the perils of war at sea.

Aftermath and Legacy: The Discovery and Significance of the
Wreckage

For decades, the SS Cygnet's final resting place remained a mystery. In
2001, a team of divers led by Jim Abernathy and Bob Wicklund embarked
on an expedition to locate the sunken ship. Guided by historical records
and sonar technology, they meticulously searched the waters off San
Salvador.

Their efforts were rewarded when they stumbled upon the wreckage of the
SS Cygnet lying in 70 feet of water. The discovery was a poignant moment,
providing tangible evidence of the tragic events that had transpired so
many years ago.

The exploration of the SS Cygnet's wreck has shed new light on the sinking
and has provided valuable insights into the realities of submarine warfare
during World War II. The wreckage, now designated as a protected historic
site by The Bahamas National Trust, serves as a testament to the human
cost of conflict and the enduring legacy of maritime history.

Historical Context: The Battle of the Atlantic

The sinking of the SS Cygnet occurred during one of the most critical
phases of World War II, known as the Battle of the Atlantic. This protracted
naval campaign was a fierce struggle between Allied and Axis forces for
control of the vital sea lanes across the Atlantic Ocean.



Merchant ships like the SS Cygnet were essential to the Allied war effort,
carrying vital supplies and troops to Europe. However, they were easy prey
for German and Italian submarines, which lurked beneath the waves,
seeking to disrupt Allied shipping and cripple their economies.

The sinking of the SS Cygnet was just one of countless tragedies that
unfolded during the Battle of the Atlantic, a conflict that claimed the lives of
thousands of merchant seamen and had a profound impact on the course
of the war.

: Preserving the Memory and Honoring the Fallen

The SS Cygnet, sunk by the Italian submarine Enrico Tazzoli in the waters
off San Salvador, Bahamas, stands as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices
made by merchant seamen during World War II. The discovery of its
wreckage has not only provided valuable historical insights but has also
preserved the memory of those who lost their lives that fateful day.

As we reflect on the tragedy of the SS Cygnet, let us honor the fallen and
never forget the bravery and resilience of those who served at sea during
one of the darkest chapters in human history. May the story of the SS
Cygnet continue to inspire future generations and remind us of the
importance of peace and cooperation among nations.
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