
Unveiling the Untold Stories: The Not So
Famous Five Suffragists in Canada - School
Marms and Suffragettes
In the annals of history, the names of Emily Pankhurst, Millicent Fawcett,
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton often overshadow the contributions of
countless other women who fought tirelessly for the right of women to vote.
Canada, too, had its own unsung heroines who played a pivotal role in the
suffrage movement, women whose stories have often been relegated to the
footnotes.

In her captivating book, "The Not So Famous Five Suffragists in Canada -
School Marms and Suffragettes," historian Dr. Alison Prentice uncovers the
lives and work of five remarkable Canadian women who dedicated their
lives to the cause of women's suffrage. These women were not the well-
known leaders of the movement, but their contributions were no less
significant.
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Mary Ann Shadd Cary: The Pioneering Journalist

Mary Ann Shadd Cary was a trailblazer in more ways than one. Born in
Delaware to free Black parents, she became the first Black woman in North
America to publish a newspaper, The Provincial Freeman. In 1853, she
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moved to Canada, where she became actively involved in the abolitionist
movement and the fight for women's suffrage.

Cary's writings were a powerful force for change. She used her newspaper
to advocate for women's right to vote, education, and employment. She
also organized petitions and gave impassioned speeches, urging her fellow
Canadians to support the cause of women's suffrage.

Nellie McClung: The Witty and Outspoken Activist



Nellie McClung

Nellie McClung was a force of nature. A gifted orator with a keen wit, she
became one of the most prominent suffragists in Canada. McClung
traveled the country, giving speeches and organizing rallies, advocating for
women's right to vote and other feminist causes.
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McClung's activism extended beyond suffrage. She was also a pioneering
politician, serving as the first female member of the Manitoba legislature.
Her sharp wit and unwavering determination made her a formidable
opponent for those who opposed women's rights.

Francis Marion Beynon: The Tireless Educator
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Francis Marion Beynon dedicated her life to education. As a teacher and
school principal, she witnessed firsthand the limitations faced by women in
both their personal and professional lives. This experience sparked her
passion for women's suffrage.

Beynon worked tirelessly to promote women's education and
empowerment. She organized summer schools for women, where they
could learn about topics that were typically denied to them, such as
economics and politics. She also established a residential school for girls,
providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to learn
and grow.

Louise McKinney: The Champion of Women's Rights



Louise McKinney

Louise McKinney was a tireless advocate for women's rights. As a lawyer,
she dedicated her practice to defending women who had been unjustly
treated by the law. She also fought for women's right to own property,
control their own earnings, and serve on juries.
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McKinney's activism extended beyond the courtroom. She was one of the
founders of the Political Equality League, a leading organization in the
Canadian suffrage movement. She also served as the national president of
the National Council of Women of Canada, using her platform to advocate
for a wide range of women's issues.

Henrietta Muir Edwards: The Unsung Strategist
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Henrietta Muir Edwards was the quiet but indispensable force behind the
Canadian suffrage movement. While she may not have been as well-known
as her more vocal counterparts, her strategic thinking and organizational
skills were essential to the movement's success.

Edwards played a key role in drafting the Canadian Suffrage Act, which
was passed in 1918. She also worked tirelessly to build support for
women's suffrage across the country. Her behind-the-scenes work ensured
that the suffrage movement remained organized, focused, and effective.

The Legacy of the Not So Famous Five

The contributions of Mary Ann Shadd Cary, Nellie McClung, Francis Marion
Beynon, Louise McKinney, and Henrietta Muir Edwards helped to transform
Canada into a more just and equitable society. Their tireless work paved
the way for women to fully participate in the democratic process and to
achieve their full potential.

While their names may not be as well-known as some of the more
prominent suffragists, their legacy lives on in the freedoms that Canadian
women enjoy today. Their stories inspire us to recognize the unsung
heroes who have fought for social change throughout history.

Dr. Prentice's book, "The Not So Famous Five Suffragists in Canada -
School Marms and Suffragettes," is a timely and important reminder of the
countless women who have dedicated their lives to the advancement of
women's rights. By shedding light on their stories, we can better appreciate
the struggles and triumphs of the suffrage movement and the role that
ordinary individuals can play in bringing about extraordinary change.



As we continue to strive for gender equality, let us draw inspiration from the
legacy of these remarkable Canadian women who refused to be silenced
and fought tirelessly for the right of all women to have a voice.
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